THE LAST  ACT?                                          177
hereby directed to arrest the said Mahomed AH and produce him before
me. Therein fail not,
J. R. HUGGINS
DT. MAGISTRATE
VlZAGAPATAM,
September 14, 1921
Is it not funny, that he who has not only been himself peaceful
but has endeavoured, and that successfully, to ensure peace among
others and who has been a pattern of good behaviour, should be
called upon by an insolent power to be "bound over to keep the
peace and be of good behaviour" ? A Government that is evil has
no room for good men and women except in its prisons.
What has happened to the younger is bound to happen to the
elder brother. They call themselves Siamese twins. They are
inseparable. And if the one has misbehaved, the other un-
doubtedly has. I hope, that by the time this is in print, India
would have learnt of the Maulana Shaukat Ali's arrest.
In imprisoning Maulana Mahomed Ali, the Government
has imprisoned the Khilafat. For the two brothers are the truest
representatives of the Khilafat. They cannot rest so long as the
Khalifa remains practically a prisoner and their holy places vir-
tually under non-Muslim control. The imprisonment of either or
both means a flat refusal to recognize the Khilafat claim.
The Government will however find, that they have not suc-
ceeded in imprisoning the spirit of the Brothers, and that the
Khilafat struggle will rage all the fiercer for their imprisonment.
The spirit of the Brothers will live in every true Hindu and Mus-
sulman who will keep the Khilafat flame steady * and shining.
But the Brothers today stand for more than the Khilafat.
They want swaraj and the redress of the Punjab wrong equally
with the redress of the Khilafat wrong. They are too honourable
to sell themselves even for securing the redress of the Khilafat
wrong. To them the three are inextricably mixed up. It cannot
ivell be otherwise, for to grant or to get the one is to grant or to
jet the other.
For me the imprisonment is a good omen. The Government
were playing with the thing so long as they were arresting the
rank and file. Every government that does not wish to yield to
popular will is bound to arrest popular leaders and attempt to crush
the popular spirit. With the Indian Government it has become
the code of honour to arrest and imprison leaders and yield to
popular will when there is no grace left in the giving,
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